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Letter from the President 
 
It is a pleasure and privilege to take over as President of the Slynn 
Foundation and I am greatly looking forward to working with the 
Chairman, Executive Director, Executive Administrator and the Trustees 
in this role.  I would at once wish to thank my predecessor, Sir Stanley 
Burnton, for all his work for the Foundation. 

In my own experience as Lead Judge for International Relations, the UK’s 
“brand” in the international rule of law sphere is very highly regarded, 

including both English Law and London as a centre for dispute resolution as global 
leaders – though there is no room for complacency of any kind.  

The “brand” of the Slynn Foundation is likewise well recognised and respected 
internationally, as it should be, given its objective of advancing the Rule of Law, through 
high level, impartial advice and assistance.  In particular, the Foundation harnesses the 
strength of retired Judges, so increasing the ability of the serving Judiciary to fulfil its 
significantly increased international role. 

My first impression is that the Foundation has the capacity to develop and expand its 
activities.  The challenge is to secure the involvement of the Foundation in a greater 
number of suitable international projects. That is my immediate task and I am actively 
exploring a number of possibilities. Time will tell which materialise. 

For the present, I am delighted to 
record the Foundation’s excellent and 
well-attended China Open Forum, 
held on 4 November, covering the 
balance to be struck between the 
practical need for engagement on the 
one hand, and insistence on principle 
on the other.  The stimulating 
presentations and discussion were 
models of their kind. 
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Support the Foundation 

If you would like to do more to support the work of the Foundation, please see the item 
at the end of the Bulletin. These gifts increase the scope of the work we do. 

With warm regards 

 
The Rt Hon Sir Peter Gross 
President, The Slynn Foundation  

November, 2019 
 

 

A Note from the Executive Director 
 
The main focus of the Foundation’s project work over the past months has been the 
Department for International Development (DfID)’s three-year funded programme in 
Tanzania. To date three visits have been undertaken by Lord Iain Bonomy and HH Nic 
Madge, with the first Training the Trainers Programme about to launch. This will be 
followed in the New Year by a series of symposia with members of senior judiciary on 
criminal law reform. This is an extremely exciting project for the Foundation and its 
first direct collaboration with DfID. (See below for more information.) 
 
It has also given us the opportunity to continue to strengthen our partnership working 
both with the Judicial College and the International Law Book Facility. Working in 
partnership with individuals and organisations has always been important to the 
Foundation and is becoming an increasingly common model and we continue to explore 
new ways of doing this.  
 
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year 

Alison Fenney  

Executive Director 
 
 
 
The Rt Hon Sir James Dingemans  
 

The Foundation congratulates Sir James Dingemans, a 
Trustee of the Slynn Foundation, on his appointment to 
the Court of Appeal and the Privy Council.  ⌺ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:pgross@twentyessex.com
mailto:afenney@msn.com
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Ms Amanda Pinto QC  
 
The Foundation also congratulates Ms Amanda Pinto, a Trustee of 
the Slynn Foundation, who delivered her inaugural address as Chair 
Elect of the Bar Council on 2 December.  Her speech focused on 
access to justice, access to the bar and access to international 
markets and can be found here. ⌺ 
 
 
Slynn Foundation 3rd Open Forum 
 
The Slynn Foundation’s 3rd Open Forum took place on 4 November on the topic, “China: 
Should we engage? Should human rights, social credits and the Belt and Road Initiative  
make the UK’s legal and judicial community more or less enthusiastic to engage?” 
 
Attended by almost 100 guests and held in the magnificent surroundings of Old Hall, 
Lincoln’s Inn, the event was chaired by Chairman of the Slynn Trustees Peter 
Williamson and presentations were made by the three excellent speakers – The Rt Hon 
Lord Hodge, Justice of the Supreme Court, The Hon Sir William Blair, Former Judge in 
Charge of the London Commercial Court and Merethe Borg MacLeod, Executive Director 
of the Great Britain China Centre.  
 

The speakers delivered 
their talks under the 
Chatham House rule and 
this allowed for a frank 
question and answer 
session which could have 
continued well past the 
allotted time. A drinks 
reception followed, and a 
speakers’ dinner. More 
photos from the event can 
be found at the end of this 
E-Bulletin. ⌺ 

 
L-R: Merethe Borg MacLeod, Lord Hodge, Peter Williamson, Sir William Blair. 

 
 
Tanzania  
 

As part of the Foundation’s on-going, three-year project concerning reform of the justice 
system of Tanzania, Lord Iain Bonomy and HH Nic Madge undertook a follow up visit to 
their January scoping trip.  The main purpose of this visit was to discuss and agree a 
work programme with the Tanzanian judiciary. The agreed workplan will cover four 
main areas: 
 

1. Support for the senior judiciary – including symposia and visits to the UK. 
 

https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/government-and-public-sector/press-release/bar-council/108347/amanda-pinto-qc-inaugural
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2. The provision of Training the Trainers courses.  
 

3. Individual, one-off assistance with particular tasks requested.  
 

4. Support for Young Lawyers. 
 
They were also able to visit Dodoma where they were delighted to have the opportunity 
to meet Dr Augustine Mahiga, the new Minister of Constitution and Legal Affairs and 
Permanent Secretary Professor Sifuni Mchome.  In Dar, they were also grateful to be 
able to meet Mr Biswalo Mganga, the Director of Public Prosecutions. From these and 
other meetings it was clear that there is strong enthusiasm for this project. 
 

 
 

L-R: HH Nic Madge, Dr Augustine Mahiga, Lord Iain Bonomy, Professor Sifuni Mchome 
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L-R: Andy Stephens CPS, Lord Iain Bonomy, HH Nic Madge, Claire Harris CPS/FCO,  
Ramadhani Msangi DfID 
 
HH Nic Madge then visited in July in order to work on the details of the Training the 
Trainers Programme with the Director of the Tanzanian Institute of Judicial 
Administration (IJA). This will be two one-week courses aimed at both judges and 
magistrates and will take place in December 2019. Amongst the topics the training will 
cover are judicial integrity, effective case management and consistency in sentencing. As 
part of the Foundation’s continuing co-operation with the Judicial College, one of its 
trainers, Ms Michelle Austin, will deliver two days of each course in facilitation and 
training skills.  
 

       
 
HH Nic Madge speaking to students at the Institute of Judicial Administration 
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Also as part of this project, the 
Foundation has been working with the 
International Law Book Facility to 
provide legal text books to the IJA. The 
Foundation is delighted that the 
British High Commissioner to Tanzania 
will attend the training in order to 
present some of these books. 
 
 
 

L-R: Paul Kihwelo (Principal of the Institute 
of Judicial Administration) and HH Nic 
Madge 

 
A full report of the training will be published in the next E-Bulletin. ⌺ 
 
Please support the Slynn Foundation  
 

Please contact our Executive Administrator, Ruth Eldon, for further information about 
the Foundation and how you may be able to support us.  There is an increasing demand 
for our work and offers to assist on projects, or financial donations, are very much 
appreciated. The Foundation is a charitable trust and a non-profit making company 
limited by guarantee. ⌺  
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